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SOME NEGRO MEMBERS OF RECONSTRUCTION 

CONVENTIONS AND LEGISLATURES AND 

OF CONGRESS 1 

No systematic effort has hitherto been made to save the 
records of the Negro during the Reconstruction period. 
American public opinion has been so prejudiced against the 
Negroes because of their elevation to prominence in south- 
ern politics that it has been considered sufficient to destroy 
their regime and forget it. As future historians will seek 
for facts beyond those compiled by biased investigators now 
writing monographs in this field, a few persons realizing the 
importance of preserving the records in which the actual 
facts are set forth, are now directing the attention of the 
country to this neglected aspect of our history. These 
lists of suggestive names of the men who figured conspicu- 
ously in this recent drama will be decidedly useful in the 
collection of facts adequate to the presentation of both sides 
of the question. These lists are far from being complete. 
This is but a step in the right direction and persons in pos- 
session of such facts are earnestly urged to cooperate in 
collecting them. 

It has been extremely difficult to determine the race of 
the members of the various Reconstruction bodies. The 
lists of members as published in the Journals of the legis- 
latures do not indicate the race. This has to be determined 
by contemporary information. The methods used by other 
persons and agencies in identifying the race have been 
various. The Negro members of the North Carolina Gen- 
eral Assembly, for example, were indicated by the figure 37 
in the State Manual listing all persons who had been in the 
Assembly. Where no such information could be obtained 
from printed matter, it has been necessary to rely upon in- 
formation obtained from individuals who participated in the 
Reconstruction. 

i Compiled by Monroe N. Work. 
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Negro Members op the Alabama Constitutional Convention, 

1867* 

District Name County 

1st John Carraway Mobile 

Ovide Gregory Mobile 

6th Thomas Diggs Barbour 

7th B. F. Royal Bullock 

13th Washington Johnson Russell 

15th Peyton Pinley Montgomery 

16th H. Stokes Dallas 

J. Hatcher Dallas 

17th J. Wright McLeod Marengo 

18th Benjamin Inge Sumter 

19th Samuel Blanden Lee 

21st Thomas Lee Perry 

22nd J. K. Greene Hale 

B. F. Alexander Greene 

42nd Lafayette Robinson Madison 

C. Jones Madison 

43rd J. T. Rapier Lauderdale 

Negro Members op the Alabama Constitutional Convention, 

1875 2 

District Name County 

H. A. Carson Lowndes 

25th A. H. Curtis Perry 

21st G. S. W. Lewis Perry 

Senate 3 
Session 1872-1874 

Name County 

Jeremiah Haralson Dallas 

J. W. Jones Lowndes 

Lloyd Leftwich Greene 

B. F. Royal Bullock 

Session 1874-1875 and 1875-1876 

Name County 

A. A. Curtis Perry 

J. K. Greene Hale 

Jeremiah Haralson* Dallas 

2 Beverly, History of Alabama, 202, 208. 

3 Not returned for the 1875-1876 session. 

* Beverly, History of Alabama, pp. 202-208. 
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J. W. Jones Lowndes 

Lloyd Leftwich Greene 

B. P. Royal Bullock 

House 
Session 1868 and 1869-1870 

Name County 

Benjamin Alexander Greene 

J. H. Alston Macon 

Matt Avery Perry 

Samuel Blandon Lee 

N. A. Brewington Lowndes 

John Carraway (Speaker of House) . . . Mobile 

George Cox Montgomery 

Thomas Diggs Barbour 

Joseph Draun Dallas 

J. K. Greene Hale 

Ovide Gregory Mobile 

George Houston Sumter 

Benjamin Inge Sumter 

C. Jones Madison 

G. S. W. Lewis Perry 

David Law Barbour 

Jeff McCally Madison 

H. W. W. Bice Talladega 

James Shaw Mobile 

Lawrence S. Speed Bullock 

Holland Thompson Montgomery 

William V. Turner Elmore 

Latty J. Williams Montgomery 

Henry Young Lowndes 

Session 1870-1871 and 1871-1872 

Name County 

H. Craig Montgomery 

A. H. Curtis Perry 

Thomas Diggs Barbour 

John Dozier Perry 

William D. Gaskins Lowndes 

Ned Gee Dallas 

J. K. Greene Hale 

Jeremiah Haralson Dallas 
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R. L. Johnson Dallas 

Lawrence S. Speed Bullock 

Henry St. Clair Macon 

Holland Thompson Montgomery 

Mansfield Tyler Lowndes 

Latty J. Williams Montgomery 

House 
Session 1872-1873 and 1873-1874 

Name County 

W. E. Carson Lowndes 

T. J. Clark Barbour 

Mentor Dotson Sumter 

John Dozier Perry 

Hale Ellsworth Montgomery 

Samuel Fantroy Barbour 

J. H. Goldsby Dallas 

J. K. Green Hale 

R. L. Johnson Dallas 

Reuben Jones Madison 

G. S. W. Lewis Perry 

Perry Matthews Bullock 

January Maul Lowndes 

G. R. Miller Russell 

Willis Merriweather Wilcox 

S. J. Patterson Autauga 

George Patterson Macon 

Robert Reid Sumter 

Bristo W. Reese Hale 

Lawrence S. Speed Bullock 

Henry St. Clair Macon 

Lawson Stelle Montgomery 

F. H. Threat Marengo 

J. R. Treadwell Russell 

Thomas Walker Dallas 

E. A. Williams Barbour 

Latty J. Williams Montgomery 

William V. Turner, Assistant Clerk Elmore 

Phillip Joseph, Engrossing Clerk Mobile 

W. H. Council, Assistant Engrossing Clerk . . . Madison 

C. 0. Harris, Assistant Enrolling Clerk Montgomery 

Stephen Russell, Page Montgomery 
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House 
Session 1874-1875 and 1875-1876 

Nmmo County 

Elijah Baldwin Wilcox 

W. H. Blevins Dallas 

Matt Boyd Perry 

H. V. Cashin Montgomery 

Elijah Cook Montgomery 

Charles Fagan Montgomery 

W. D. Gaskin B Lowndes 

Captain Gilmer Montgomery 

C. E. Harris Dallas 

A. W. Johnson Macon 

Samuel Lee Lowndes 

G. S. W. Lewis Perry 

Jacob Martin Dallas 

P. Matthews Bullock 

G. W. Allen Bullock 

Willis Merriweather Wilcox 

George Patterson Macon 

Bristo W. Reese Hale 

Robert Reid Sumter 

C. S. Smith Bullock 

Manly Wynne Hale 

H. A. Carson 6 Lowndes 

E. W. Locke* Wilcox 

Negro Members op Congress prom Alabama 

Year Name County Congress 

1871-1873 Benjamin P. Turner Dallas 43rd 

1873-1875 James T. Rapier Lauderdale 43rd 

1875-1877 Jeremiah Haralson Dallas 44th 

James H. Alston was a member of the Alabama Legislature for 
Macon County, 1868 and 1869-79. He was a shoemaker by trade 
and had formerly been a slave. It was reported that before the 
war there was a Military Company in the town of Tuskegee. The 
members of this company desired to have a drummer, and for this 
purpose they sent to South Carolina and bought James H. Alston. 
It was thought that he came from Charleston. 

» Served only in the session of 1874-1875. 
• Served only in the session of 1875-1876. 
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Henry Young was a member of the Alabama Legislature about 
1868 and 1869-70. He was a slave who could read and write, hav- 
ing been taught by his master's children. He would, somewhat like 
Frederick Douglass, spell out the words on letters that he was called 
upon to deliver or to get from the post office, and in this way he 
also increased his ability to read. 

Conway, Ark., — October 14, 1916. 

NEGROES IN POLITICS IN ARKANSAS DURING 
RECONSTRUCTION 

In the constitutional convention of 1868, there were 8 Negro 
delegates, that is, J. W. Mason, Richard Samuels, William Murphy, 
Monroe Hawkins, William Grey, James T. White, Henry Rector 
and Thomas P. Johnson. (Proceedings of the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1868, pages 2 to 5.) 

Negroes in the Arkansas Legislature: Session April 2 to July 23, 
1869, and session November 17, 1868, to April 10, 1869, were seven 
Negro members of whom J. W. Mason, the leading Negro in the 
Senate ; W. H. Grey, leading Negro in the House. (Daily Repub- 
lican, Oct. 1, 1868). 

In the Legislature of January 2 to March 25, 1871, there were 
eleven Negro members : J. W. Mason and J. T. White in the Senate : 
J. M. Alexander, Austin Barrow, Conway Barbour, John Webb, 
Adam Johnson, Jeff Haskins, A. Mays, William Young, Carl Pope, 
A. J. Robinson, E. A. Pulton in the House. (Daily Republican, 
March 25, 1871.) 

In the 19th session, January 6 to April 25, 1873, the last session 
before Baxter called his special session, something less than one 
fifth of all the members were Negroes. I have been unable to ascer- 
tain Hue exact number in this session, but from the standpoint of 
numbers, I would judge that there is no great difference between 
this session and the previous one. The Arkansas Gazette of Jan- 
uary 12, 1873, says of the Negro members: "There are a few men 
among these colored members who are bright and intelligent, and 
much superior to some white members, but as a rule, this is not 
the case. 

(Signed) Thomas S. Staples, 

Hendrix College 
Conway, Arkansas 
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Negro Members of the Florida Legislature during Reconstruc- 
tion Period and After 

Senate 

Year Name County 

1880-1888 H. W. Chandler Marion 

1881 T. V. Gibbs Duval 

80's Joseph E. Lee Duval 

Thomas W. Long Marion 

1881 Robert Meacham Jefferson 

1881-1865 Daniel C. Martin Alachua 

G. W. Proctor Jefferson 

1863 John E. Proctor Leon 

80's Egbert C. Sammis Duval 

John Wallace Leon 

Representatives 

Year Name County 

1885 Edward I. Alexander 7 Madison 

Josiah Armstrong Columbia 

Henry Black ? Jefferson 

1879 Kellis B. Bonner Marion 

James Dean Bryant Monroe 

William Bradwell Duval 

1881-83 Joseph N. Clinton Alachua 

1881 Wallace B. Oarr Leon 

Lucian Fisher Leon 

John Ford Leon ? 

Samuel Frazier Leon 

Robert Gabriel Monroe 

Alfred Grant Duval 

1881 David E. Jacobs Marion 

Before 1881 Isaac Jenkins Leon 

A. J. Junius Jefferson 

Thomas W. Long Marion 

1889-91 George A. Lewis 8 

80's Joseph E. Lee Duval 

Samuel Petty Nassau 

1881-83 (about) A. B. Osgood 

Charles H. Pierce Leon 

7 Alexander is said to have been counted out. He is said to have held the 

position of postmaster at Madison and also to have had a deputy reserve 

collector. 

• Lewis and Scott were the last Negro members of the Florida Legislature. 
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80's Riley E. Robinson 

Henry St. Clair 

John R. Scott, Sr. 

I. E. Purcell! 

Representatives 

Year Name 

1889-91 John R. Scott, Jr. 

Charles Shavers 

Rev. Catherine B. Simmons 

80's Peter Okes 

W. G. Stewart 

Before 1881 John N. Stokes 

J. N. Trenton 

Josiah T. Walls 

Probably before 1881 . . R. W. Washington 
80's George W. Wetmore 

1881-83 W. A. Wilkinson 

George W. Witherapoon 



Nassau 
Hernando 
Duval 
Putnam ? 



County 

Duval 

Monroe 

Duval 

Jefferson 

Leon 

Leon 

Alachua 

Alachua 

Jefferson 

Duval 

Marion 

Escambia? 



Joseph N. Clinton was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, No- 
vember 4, 1854, and was reared in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He 
attended the Institute For Colored Youth and then entered Lincoln 
University, where he was graduated in 1873. He then taught school 
in South Carolina, Maryland and Florida. In addition to being a 
member of the Florida Legislature, 1881-83, he was clerk in the 
United States Land Office of Florida. He was Inspector of Cus- 
toms at Pensacola, and for fourteen years held the position of In- 
ternal Revenue Collector at Tampa. 

H. W. Chandler was Senator, Marion County, 1880-1888. For 
sketch of early life, see Simmons' Men of Mark. He was delegate 
to the National Republican Convention 1884-1908. He was In- 
spector of Customs at Tampa from May 1908 to December 1913. 

George H. Mays was marshal of Jacksonville. This was an 
elective office. The position made him head of police force with 
appointive powers. 

James Dean was County Judge, Monroe County in 1889, but 
served less than one year. He was impeached for issuing license to 
a colored Cuban man to marry a white Cuban woman. This a cus- 



• Lewis and Scott were the last Negro members of the Florida Legislature. 



Documents 



71 



torn in Cuba. Dean was impeached on ground that he had issued 
license to Negro to marry a white woman. He was summarily re- 
moved without a hearing. This was said to have been a put-up-job, 
as the man was secured to get a license. Dean did not have a trial. 
The only way to get case reviewed was to institute quo warranto 
proceedings. To do this, it was necessary to get the permission of 
the State 's Attorney General to use the State 's name. He was not 
able to do this. 

Mitchell Chappelle was Negro Mayor of LaVilla. Formerly 
these were two adjoining towns, Jacksonville and LaVilla. The 
two are now Jacksonville. 

Charles Dupont was reported as being sheriff of Monroe County 
about 27 years ago. 

In 1887 Republicans went out of power in Florida. The Con- 
stitutional Convention put Negroes and Republicans out. 

Negro Members of the Georgia Legislature, 1868-69 

Senate 

Year District Name 

1868-68 A. Alpeoria Bradley (expelled). 

1868-69 2nd Tunis G. Campbell (unseated, 186&-49)" 

reseated in 1870. 
1868-69 20th George Wallace (unseated 1868-69) 10 

reseated in 1870. 



Year Name 


County 


1868 69 T M. Allen 




E. Barnes 




T. G. Campbell 


. Mcintosh 


G. H. Clower . . 


. Monroo 


A. Colby 




J. T. Costin . . . 


Talbot 


Monday Floyd . 


. Warren 


S. Gardner 


Warren 


W. A. Golden . . 


. Liberty 


W. H. Harrison 


. Hancock 


U. L. Houston . 


. Bryan 






George Linder .. 


. Laurens 



House 



Uiii 



•at I'd 1862 



-69, Reseated iu 1870i» 



10 Letter on October 1J, 1916, from L. L. Knight, official compiler of 
Georgia Records ; Thompson, Seeonst ruction in Georgia, pp. 211-214, 262, 264. 
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B. Lumpkin Macon 

Romulus Moore .. . Columbia 

Peter O 'Neal Baldwin 

James Porter Chatham 

A. Richardson Clarke 

J. M. Sims Chatham 

Abram Smith .... Muscogee 
Alexander Stone. . . Jefferson 
H. M. Turner Bibb 

J. Warren Glynn 

Samuel Williams . . Burke 
M. Claiborne Harris 

B. B. Hall Burke 

— Beard 11 Richmond 

— Belcher" Wilkins 

Madison Davis" . . Clarke 

— Fyall" Macon 



Unseated 1862-69, Reseated in 1870" 



House 

Year Name County 

1871 James Blue 12 Glynn 

1872 " 

1873 " 

1874 " 

1874 " 

1875 " 

1876 " 

1877 " 

1878 Thomas M. Butler 12 Camden 

1879 " " 

1884 A. Wilson 12 Camden 

1885 " " 

1886 Lectured Crawford 12 Mcintosh 

1887 " 

1890 

John M. Holzendorf Camden 

1891 Lectured Crawford Mcintosh 

John M. Holzendorf Camden 

1900 Lectured Crawford Mcintosh 

H. A. McKay 12 Liberty 

ii The names of these four were later stricken out. They were so nearly 
white that their race was indeterminate. They remained in the house after the 
others were expelled. — Thompson, Reconstruction in Georgia, p. 213; House 
Journal Georgia Legislature, p. 229. 
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1901 


Lectured Crawford 


Mcintosh 






H. A. McKay 


Liberty 




1902 


W. H. Rogers 12 


Mcintosh 




1903 


it a a 






1904 


a t ( t i 






1905 


t i H i ( 






1906 


a i i a 






1907 


ti . ; i < 






1908 


ti t i i i 







List of Negro Members in Mississippi Legislature — 1870 

Senate 

Name County 

Rev. H. R. Revels Adams 

Rev. William Gray Washington 

Rev. T. W. Stringer Warren 

Charles Caldwell Hinds 

Hubert Gleed Lowndes 

House 

Name County 

Charles P. Head Warren 

Peter Barrow Warren 

Albert Johnson Warren 

Henry Mayson Hinds 

C. P. Norris Hinds 

J. P. Bolden Lowndes 

John R. Lynch Adams 

H. P. Jacobs Adams 

Edmund Scarborough Holmes 

Cicero Mitchell Holmes 

Dr. J. J. Spellman Madison 

William Holmes Monroe 

Isham Stewart Noxubee 

Nathan McNeese Noxubee 

A. R. Davis Noxubee 

John Morgan Washington 

Dr. Stiles Washington 

W. H. Fonte Yazoo 

"Letter on October 11, 1916, from L. L. Knight, official compiler of 
Georgia Records. 
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Ambrose Henderson Chickasaw 

M. T. Newsom Claiborne 

Emanuel Handy Copiah 

Merrimon Howard Jefferson 

J. Aaron Moore Lauderdale 

David Higgins Oktibbeha 

C. A. Yancy Panola 

J. H. Piles Panola 

H. M. Paley Wilkinson 

George W. White Wilkinson 

C. M. Bowles Bolivar 

Richard Griggs Issaquena 

George Charles Lawrence 

John B. Lynch elected speaker of the House. 

H. B. Bevels elected to United State Senate for the unexpired 
term. 

— From J. M. Garner, Reconstruction in Mississippi, 

New York, 1901. 

Negroes Ei^ected in 1871" 

Name County 

Henry P. Jacobs Adams 

Beuben Kendrick Amite 

Joseph Smothers Claiborne 

Thomas McCain DeSota 

Monroe Bell Hinds 

William Johnson Hinds 

F. Stewart Holmes 

Richard Griggs Issaquena 

William Landers Jefferson 

Alfred Handy Madison 

Arthur Brooks Monroe 

A. K. Davis Noxubee 

Bandle Nettles Oktibbeha 

John Cocke Panola 

H. C. Carter Warren 

F. D. Shadd Warren 

J. H. Morgan Washington 

H. M. Foley Wilkinson 

James M. Dixon Yazoo 

is Furnished by Major John B. Lynch, May 19, 1915. 



Documents 75 

R. W. Houston Issaquena 

John B. Lynch Adams 

G. W. Gayles Bolivar 

Emanuel Handy Copiah 

J. H. Johnson DeSota 

Charles Reese Hinds 

H. H. Truehart Holmes 

Perry Howard Holmes 

James D. Cessar Jefferson 

James J. Spelman Madison 

James Hill Marshall 

William Holmes Monroe 

Isham Stewart Noxubee 

James H. Piles Panola 

Gilbert Smith Tunica 

W. H. Mallory Warren 

Charles W. Bush Warren 

John D. Webster Washington 

George W. White Wilkinson 

F. D. Wade Yazoo 

Additions and Corrections for Mississippi 

Josiah T. Settle was a member of the House from Panola in 
1883-84. 

G. W. Gayles was a member of the House 1873-77 and a member 
of the Senate 1877 to some time after 1886. He was the last Negro 
to be a member of the Mississippi Senate. For sketch of his career 
see Simmons ' Men of Mark, 379-381. 

Garner, Reconstruction in Mississippi, page 294, gives Negro 
members of the Mississippi Legislature for 1873 as Senate, 9; 
House, 55. On page 402, for 1876, Senate, 5; House, 16. Total 
membership, Senate, 37. Total membership, House, 116. 

Negro Members op the North Carolina Reconstruction Consti- 
tutional Conventions, 1868 and 1875 

Dates of the Conventions January 14-March 17, 1868, and Sep- 
tember 6-October 11, 1875. Total members of each Convention 120. 
Negro members, 13 in Convention of 1868, and 5 in Convention of 
1875. 
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County Year 

Bertie 1868 

Caswell 1868 

Caswell 1875 

Craven 1868 

Duplin 1868 

Edgeombe 1868 

Edgcombe 1875 

Franklin 1868 

Halifax 1868 

Halifax 1875 

New Hanover 1868 

New Hanover 1875 

Wake 1868 

Warren 1868 

Warren 1875 



P. D. Robbins 
Bryant Lee 
Wilson Cary 
Wilson Cary 
C. D. Pierson 
J. W. Petterson 
Samuel Highsmith 
Henry C. Cherry 
W. P. Mabson 
John H. Williamson 
Henry Epps 
W. J. T. Hayes 
J E. O'Hara 
A. H. Galloway 
J. H. Smythe 
James H. Harris 
John Hyman 
J. 0. Crosby 



Negro Members op General Assembly op North Carolina 
During Reconstruction Period and After 111 



George A. Mebane 
George A. Mebane 



County Year Senatorial District Senators 

Bertie 1868 

Bertie 1870 

Bertie 1876 3rd 

Bertie 1881 

Bertie 1883 3rd 

Bladen 1874 

Bladen 1879 

Bladen 1881 

Bladen 1883 

Caswell 1868 

Caswell 1870 24th 

Caswell 1874 

Caswell 1876 

Caswell 1879 

Caswell 1883 

Caswell J889 

Chowan 1870 

Chowan 1874 



Representatives 

Parker I). Bobbins 
Parker D. Bobbins 



Wilson Cary 



Augustus Bobbins 

John Newell 
John Newell 
John Newell 
John Newell 
Wilson Cary 

Wilson Cary 
Wilson Cary 
Wilson Cary 
James W. Poe 
Wilson Gary 
John B. Page 
Richard Elliott 



m North Carolina Manual, by North Carolina Historical Commission, 1913, 
pp. 863-906. 

" Ibid., pp. 481-862. 
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1868 






A. W. Stevens 










B. W. Morris 




. . . 1870 






R. Tucker 










E. R. Dudley 










G. B. Willis 




. . . 1872 






I. B. Abbott 










E. B. Dudley 




1874 


8th 


Richard Tucker 


John B. Good 
Edward H. Hill 




. . . 1879 






Willis D. Pettipher 
J. (Geo.) H. White 
John E. Hussey 




1881 








. .. 1885 


8th 


George H. White 




. .. 1887 


8th 


Charles C. Clark 


John E. Hussey 




. 1889 






John E. Hussey 
Isaac H. Smith 




. . . 1899 








. 1868 






John S. Leary 
Isham Sweat 










Edgecombe . . 
Edgecombe . . 


. 1868 






Henry C. Cherry 
Willis Bunn 


1870 












R. M. Johnson 


Edgecombe . . 


. .. 1872 


7th 


Henry Eppes 


Willis Bunn 




, .. 1874 


5th 


W. P. Mabson 


Willis Bunn 


Edgecombe . . 


. .. 1876 


5th 


W. P. Mabson 


Willis Bunn 




, .. 1883 


5th 


Eobert R. Gray 


A. B. Bridgers 




, .. 1885 


5th 


R. S. Taylor 


B. W. Thorpe 




. . . 1887 


5th 


R. S. Taylor 




. . . 1868 




John H. Williamson 




. . . 1870 






John H. Williamson 




. .. 1872 






John H. Williamson 




. . . 1876 






John H. Williamson 




. 1887 










. . 1868 






Cuffie Mayo 
A. A. Crawford 












. . 1870 






W. H. Reavds 




. . . 1872 






H. T. Hughes 
W. H. Crews 




. .. 1874 














H. T. Hughes 




... 1876 


21st 


Hanson T. Hughes 


W. H. Crews 




1893 
. . 1868 


6th 




W. H. Crews 


Halifax 


Henry Epps 


H. T. J. Hayes 










Ivey Hutchings 


Halifax 


, .. 1870 


6th 


Henry Epps 


John R. Bryant 


Halifax 


.. 1872 


4th 


Henry Epps 


John R. Bryant 


Halifax 


1874 


4th 


John E. Bryant 


J. A. Jones 
John A. White 




, .. 1876 


4th 


John R. Bryant 


John A. White 


Halifax 


. . 1879 


4th 


Henry Eppes 


John A. White 


Halifax 


... 1887 


4th 


Henry Eppes 


John A. White 


Hertford 


. .. 1870 






W. D. Newsom 
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Now Hanover ... 1868 



New Hanover 
New Hanover 



. . 1870 
. . 1872 



New Hanover . . . 1874 



New Hanover . . . 1876 
New Hanover . . . 1879 
New Hanover . . . 1881 
New Hanover . . . 1883 
Northampton . . . 1883 

Wake 1868 

Wake 1870 

Wake 1872 

Wake 1879 

Wake 1883 

Wake 1895 

Wake 1897 

Warren 1868 

Warren 1870 

Warren 1872 

Warren 1874 

Warren 1879 

Warren 1891 

Washington 1881 



13th 

13th 

12th 



12th 

12th 
12th 



18th 



20th 

20th 

19th 
19th 
19th 
19th 



A. H. Galloway 

G. W. Price, Jr. 
George L. Mabson 



W. H. Moore 

H. E. Scott 
H. E. Scott 



James H. Harris 



John A. Hyman 

John A. Hyman 

John A. Hyman 
John M. Paschall 
Isaac Alston 
Isaac Alston 



George W. Price 
John S. W. Eagles 
G. L. Mabson 
Wm. H. McLaurin 
Alfred Lloyd 
H. Brewington 
W. H. Moore 
Alfred Lloyd 
J. C. Hill 
H. E. Scott 



Wiley Baker 
James H. Harris 
Willis Morgan 
Stewart Ellison 
Stewart Ellison 
Stewart Ellison 
James H. Harris 
James H. Young 
James H. Young 
William Cawthorn 
Bichard Falkner 
William Cawthorn 
Bichard Falkner 
J. W. H. Paschall 



Alexander Hicks 



Number White and Negro Members Each Session of the 
Assembly in which there were Negro Members 

(Number Senators in Assembly, 50 ; Representatives, 120) 

Year wiiite Negro 

1868 Senators 47 3 

Representatives 102 18 

1870 Senators 46 4 

Representatives 101 19 

1872 Senators 45 5 

Representatives 108 12 

1874 Senators 45 4 

Representatives 107 13 

1876 Senators 45 5 

Representatives 113 7 
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1879 Senators 48 2 

Representatives 114 6 

1881 Senators 49 1 

Representatives 116 4 

1883 Senators 47 3 

Representatives 115 5 

1885 Senators 48 2 

Representatives 118 2 

1887 Senators 47 3 

Representatives 117 3 

1889 Senators 50 

Representatives 118 2 

1891 Senators 49 1 

Representatives 120 - 

1893 Senators 50 

Representatives 119 1 

1895 Senators 50 

Representatives 119 1 

1897 Senators 50 

Representatives 119 1 

1899 Senators 49 1 

Representatives 119 1 

Delegates to the South Carolina Constitutional Convention, 16 
Held at Charleston, January 14 to March 18, 1868" 

Abbeville — John A. Hunter, B. Milford, white ; H. J. Lomax, W. N. 

Joiner, Thomas Williamson, colored. 
Anderson — William Perry, N. J. Newall, white; Samuel Johnson, 

colored. 
Berkeley — M. F. Becker, D. H. Chamberlain, Timothy Hurley, 

Joseph H. Jenks, A. C. Richmond, white; William Jervey, 

Benjamin Byas, W. H. W. Gray, George Lee, colored. 
Beaufort— J. D. Bell, R. G. Holmes, white; P. E. Wilder, L. S. 

Langley, W. J. Whipper, Robert Smalls, J. J. Wright, colored. 
Barnwell — C. P. Leslie. Niles G. Parker, white; James N. Hayne, 

A. Middleton, C. D. Hayne, Julius Mayer, colored. 

i8 Reynolds, 'Reconstruction in South Carolina, pp. 76-79. 

"In 1895 South Carolina again revised her constitution. In the conven- 
tion held for this purpose there were found Negro delegates, viz.: Thomas E. 
Miller, L. R. Reed, Robert Smalls, W. J. Whipper and James Wigg, all from 
Beaufort County. Smalls and Whipper had been delegates in the 1868 conven- 
tion. (Reported by H. H. Wallace.) 
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Charleston — A. 6. Maekey, C. C. Bo wen, Gilbert Pillsbury, white; 

F. L. Cardozo, William McKinlay, R. H. Cain, R. C. DeLarge, 

A. J. Ransier, colored. 
Chester — Purvis Alexander, Barney Burton, Sancho Sanders, 

colored. 
Chesterfield — R. J. Donaldson, white ; H. L. Shrewsbury, colored. 
Clarendon — Elias E. Dickson, white; William Nelson, colored. 
Colleton — J. S. Craig, white; William M. Thomas, William Driffle, 

W. M. Vinery, colored. 
Darlington — B. P. Whittemore, white; Isaac Brockenton, Jordan 

Lang, Richard Humbird, colored. 
Edgefield — Frank Arnim, white; R. B. Elliott, Prince R. Rivers, 

John Bonum, David Harris, John Wooley, colored. 
Fairfield — James M. Rutland, white ; H. D. Edwards, Henry Jacob, 

colored. 
Georgetown — Henry W. Webb, white; F. F. Miller, Joseph H. 

Rainey, colored. 
Greenville — James M. Allen, J. M. Runion, white; Wilson Cook, 

W. B. Johnson, colored. 
Horry — Henry Jones, A. R. Thompson, colored. 
Kershaw— J. K. Jillson, S. G. W. Dill, white; John A. Chestnut, 

colored. 
Lancaster — Albert Clinton, Charles Jones, colored. 
Lexington — Lemanuel Boozer, Simeon Corley, white. 
Laurens — Joseph Crews, Y. J. P. Owens, white ; Harry McDanieis, 

Nelson Davis, colored. 
Marion— W. S. Collins, white ; J. W. Johnson, H. E. Hayne, B. A. 

Thompson, colored. 
Marlboro — Calvin Stubbs, George Jackson, colored. 
Newberry — B. O. Duncan, white; James Henderson, Lee Nance, 

colored. 
Orangeburg— E. W. M. Maekey, white; E. J. Cain, W. J. Mc- 
Kinlay, T. K. Sasportas, B. F. Randolph, colored. 
Pickens — M. Mauldin, Alexander Bryce, L. B. Johnson, white. 
Richland— Thomas J. Robertson, white; W. B. Nash, S. B. Thomp- 
son, C. M. Wilder, colored. 
Spartanburg— J. P. F. Camp, J. S. Gentry, white; Rice Foster, 

Coy Wingo, colored. 
Sumter— T. J. Coghlan, F. J. Moses, Jr., white; W. E. Johnson, 

Samuel Lee, colored. 
Union — J. H. Goss, white ; Abram Dogan, Samuel Nuckles, colored. 
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Williamsburg — William Darlington, white; C. M. Olsen, S. A. 

Swails, colored. 
York— J. L. Neagle, William E. Rose, white; J. W. Mead, J. H. 
White, colored. 

Three of the delegates elected failed to attend, — F. A. Sawyer, 
white, Charleston; John K. Terry, white, Colleton; George D. 
Medis, colored, Edgefield. 

Of the 124 delegates elected, forty-eight were white and seventy- 
six colored. The white men classed as Republicans were about 
equally divided as natives or newcomers — in the vernacular of the 
times, "scalawags" or "carpetbaggers." 

The following table gives the previous residence of the delegates : 

Whites Negroes 

South Carolina 23 South Carolina 59 

North Carolina 3 Pennsylvania 2 

Georgia 1 Michigan 1 

Massachusetts 7 Georgia 1 

Connecticut I Tennessee 1 

Rhode Island 1 Ohio 1 

New York 1 North Carolina 1 

Other Northern States. ... 5 Virginia 1 

England 2 Massachusetts 2 

Ireland 1 Dutch Guiana 1 

Prussia 1 Unknown 6 

Denmark 1 76 

Unknown 1 

48 

Senators op South Carolina — Reconstruction Period 18 

*" Barber Fairfield Co. 

Bird Fairfield Co. 



R. H. Cain Charleston Co. 

•Lawrence Cain Edgefield Co. 

•Rev. H. Cardozo Kershaw Co. 

F. A. Clinton Lancaster Co. 

•S. E. Gaillard Charleston Co. 

Samuel Green Beaufort Co. formerly of H. of Rep. 

•C. D. Hayne Aiken Co. 

is Furnished by Mr. H. A. Wallace, a former page in the South Carolina 
House of Representatives in the Reconstruction Period. 

1 » Names marked with asterisk not in lists given in Reynold 's Reconstruc- 
tion in South Carolina, pp. 106-107, 394-396. 
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H. E. Hayne Marion Co. 

*W. R. Jervey Charleston Co. 

*Rev. W. E. Johnson Sumter Co. 

*W. H. Jones Georgetown Co. 

* Jamison Orangeburg Co. 

•John Lee Chester Co. 

H. J. Maxwell Marlboro Co. 

•W. F. Myers Colleton Co. 

W. Beverley Nash Richland Co. 

J. II. Rainey Georgetown Co. 

Rev. B. P. Randolph Orangeburg Co. 

•Robert Smalls Beaufort Co. 

S. A. Swails Williamsburg Co. 

•J. H. White York Co. 

Rev. B. II. Williams Georgetown Co. 

Lucius Wimbush Chester Co. 

•Thomas E. Miller Beaufort Co. 

R. E. Wall Kershaw Co. 

Members of the House of Representatives of South Carolina 
During Reconstruction Period 20 

• Bascomb Beaufort Co. 

S. J. Bampfield Beaufort Co. 

B. A. Bosemon Charleston Co. 

Joseph D. Boston Newberry Co. 

*J. A. Bowley Georgetown Co. 

Benjamin Byas Berkley Co. 

E. J. Cain Berkley Co. 

•J. E. Clyde Charleston Co. 

Wilson Cook Greenville Co. 

• Davis Charleston Co. 

•James Davis Richland Co. 

R. C. DeLargo Charleston Co. 

W. A. Driffle Colleton Co. 

•Major M. R. Delaney Charleston Co. 

•William Elliott Charleston Co. 

R. B. Elliott Edgefield Co. 

20 Furnished by H. A. Wallace, a former page in the South Carolina House 
of Representatives in the Reconstruction Period. 

21 Names marked with asterisk not in lists given in Reynold's Reconstruc- 
tion in South Carolina, pp. 107-108, 394-396. 
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* Ellison Abbeville Co. 

* Fraser Colleton Co. 

*John Freeman Charleston Co. 

*F. H. Frost Williamsburg Co. 

•John Gihnore Richland Co. 

*W. A. Grant Charleston Co. 

•Adam Green Aiken Co. 

Charles Green Georgetown Co. 

•Samuel Green Beaufort Co. 

Thomas Hamilton Beaufort Co. 

David Harris Edgefield Co. 

*H. E. Hayne Marion Co. 

•Zachariah Hines Darlington Co. 

* Howard Marion Co. 

Richard Humbert Darlington Co. 

Rev. H. H. Hunter Charleston Co. 

•S. J. Keith Darlington Co. 

S. J. Lee Edgefield Co. 

Harry McDaniels Laurens Co. 

•Thomas McDowell Georgetown Co. 

John W. Mead York Co. 

Thos. E. Miller Beaufort Co. 

•A. Middleton Barnwell Co. 

Chas. S. Minort Richland Co. 

June Mobley Union Co. 

*Wm. Moultrie Georgetown Co. 

Nathaniel B. Myers Beaufort Co. 

• Nehemiah Beaufort Co. 

•Fred Nix, Jr Barnwell Co. 

Saml. Nuckles Union Co. 

•Lee Nance Newberry Co. 

R. J. Palmer Richland Co. 

M. H. Priolean Charleston Co. 

*J. H. Rainey Georgetown Co. 

G. A. Reed Beaufort Co. 

Prince Rivers Edgefield Co. 

•John Rue Beaufort Co. 

Sancho Saunders Chester Co. 

H. L. Shrewsbury Chesterfield Co. 

• Singleton Darlington Co. 

•Paris Simpkins Edgefield Co. 
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Wm. Simmons Richland Co. 

J. A. Smith Darlington Co. 

•Butler Spears Sumter Co. 

*Jas. A. Spencer Abbeville Co. 

•Nath. T. Spencer Charleston Co. 

D. A. Straker Orangeburg 

W. H. Thomas Newberry Co. 

Rev. W. M. Thomas Colleton Co. 

S. B. Thompson Richland Co. 

•Robert Turner Charleston Co. 

James Wells Richland Co. 

•Ellison Weston Richland Co. 

W. J. Whipper Beaufort Co. 

Chas. M. Wilder Richland Co. 

B. A. Thompson Marion Co. 

•Isaac Brockenboro Darlington Co. 

*T. Andrews Sumter Co. 

Additional names by Bishop George W. Clinton. 

Aaron Logan 

Nelson Davis, York 

Allen Hudson, Lancaster 

Alfred M. Moore, Fairfield 

Samuel P. Coker. 
See Reynold's Reconstruction, p. 505. 

Members op South Carolina General Assembly, 1868 22 

Senators 

•Anderson — John H. Reid, white. 

Barnwell — C P. Leslie, white. 

Beaufort — J. J. Wright, colored. 

Charleston — D. T. Corbin, white ; R. H. Cain, colored. 

Chester — Lewis Wimbush, colored. 

Chesterfield — R. J. Donaldson, white. 

Clarendon — E. E. Dickson, white. 

Colleton — William R. Hoyt, colored. 

Darlington — B. F. Whittemore, white. 

Edgefield — Frank Arnim, white. 

Fairfield — James M. Rutland, white. 

Georgetown — Joseph H. Rainey, colored. 

2» Beynolds, Reconstruction in South Carolina, pp. 106-108. 
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Greenville — James M. Allen, white. 

•Horry — H. Buck, white. 

Kershaw — J. K. Jillson, white. 

•Lancaster — R. M. Sims, white. 

Laurens — Y. J. P. Owens, white. 

Lexington — E. S. J. Hayes, white. 

Marlboro — H. J. Maxwell, colored. 

Marion — Henry E. Hayne, colored. 

Newberry — C. W. Montgomery, white. 

•Oconee — D. Biemann, white. 

Orangeburg — B. F. Randolph, colored, succeeded by Joseph A. 

Greene, colored. 
•Pickens — T. A. Rodgers, white. 
Richland — W. B. Nash, colored. 
•Spartanburg — Joel Poster, white. 
Sumter — T. J. Coghlan, white. 
Union — H. W. Duncan, colored. 
Williamsburg — S. A. Swails, colored. 
York — William E. Rose, white. 

The number of white senators elected was twenty-one, and of 
colored, ten. 

Representatives 

Abbeville— George Dusenberry, T. B. Milford, James Martin, white ; 

R. M. Valentine, W. J. Lomax, colored. 
•Anderson — John B. Moore, B. Frank Sloan, John Wilson, all 

white. 
Barnwell— B. F. Berry, W. J. Mixson, white ; C. D. Hayne, James 

N. Hayne, Julius Mayer, R. B. Elliott, colored. 
Beaufort— C. J. Stolbrand, Charles S. Kuh, white; W. J. Whipper, 

P. E. Ezekiel, Robert Smalls, G. A. Bennett, W. C. Morrison, 

colored. 
Charleston — Reuben Tomlinson, Joseph H. Jenks, John B. Dennis, 

F. J. Moses, Jr., B. F. Jackson, white; R. C. DeLarge, A. J. 

Ransier, colored. 
W. H. W. Gray, B. A. Bosemon, George Lee, William McKinlay, 

W. J. Brodie, John B. Wright, William R. Jervay, Abraham 

Smith, Samuel Johnson, Stephen Brown, Edward Mickey, 

colored. 
The counties marked * were Democratic. 
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Chester — Barney Humphries, Sancho Sanders, Barney Burton, 
colored. 

Chesterfield — H. L. Shrewsberry, D. I. J. Johnson, colored. 

Clarendon — William Nelson, Powell Smyth, colored. 

Colleton — George P. Mclntyre, white; W. B. Hoyt, W. M. Thomas, 
Wm. Driffle, colored. 

Darlington — G. Holliman, white; Jordan Lang, John Boston, Al- 
fred Bush, colored. 

Edgefield — T. Boot, white; David Harris, Samuel J. Lee, John 
Wooley, Prince B. Bivers, John Gardner, Lawrence Cain, 
colored. 

Fairfield — L. W. Duvall, white; Henry Jacob, Henry Johnson, 
colored. 

Georgetown — Henry W. Webb, white; F. F. Miller, W. H. Jones, 
colored. 

Greenville — Samuel Tinsley, John B. Hyde, white; Wilson Cook, 
W. A. Bishop, colored. 

•Horry— Zadock Bullock, W. W. Waller, white. 

Kershaw, S. G. W. Dill, white; John A. Chestnut, J. W. Nash, 
colored. 

•Lancaster — T. Frank Clyburn, W. G. Stewart, white. 

Laurens — Joseph Crews, white; Griffin Johnson, Wade Perrin, 
Harry McDaniels, colored. 

Lexington — G. A. Lewie, white ; H. W. Purvis, colored. 

Marlboro— T. B. Stubbs, white ; John G. Grant, colored. 

Marion — W. S. Collins, white; Evan Hayes, B. A. Thompson, col- 
ored. 

Newberry — Joseph Boston, James Hutson, James Henderson, col- 
ored. 

•Oconee— O. M. Doyle, W. C. Keith, white. 

Orangeburg— W. J. McKinlay, T. K. Sasportas, F. DeMars, E. J. 
Cain, James P. Mays, colored. 

•Pickens— W. T. Field, white. 

Eichland — S. B. Thompson, William Simmons, C. M. Wilder, Aesop 
Goodson, colored. 

•Spartansburg— Samuel Littlejohn, Bobert M. Smith, Javan 
Bryant, C. C. Turner, white. 

Sumter— John H. Ferriter, white ; W. E. Johnson, James Smiley, 
Burrell James, colored. 

Union— Samuel Nuckles, Junius Mobley, Simon Farr, colored. 
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Williamsburg — C. H. Pettingill, white; R. F. Scott, Jefferson Pen- 

dergrass, colored. 
York— P. J. O'Connell, John L. Neagle, white; J. H. White, John 
W. Mead, colored. 

The number of white representatives was forty-six, and of col- 
ored seventy-eight. On joint ballot there were sixty-seven whites 
and eighty-eight colored — 135 Republicans and twenty Democrats. 
The counties marked * were Democratic. 

Senators and Representatives Elected to South Carolina 
General Assembly in 1876 23 

•Aiken — Senator, A. P. Butler; Representatives, C. E. Sawyer, J. 
Woodward, L. M. Asbill, J. G. Guignard, all white. 

•Abbeville — Senator, J. C. Maxwell; Representatives, W. K. Brad- 
ley, R. R. Hemphill, P. A. Connor, Win. Hood, J. L. Moore, all 
white. 

•Anderson — Representatives, H. R. Vandiver, R. W. Simpson, W. 
C. Brown, James L. Orr, all white. 

•Barnwell — Senator, J. M. Williams; Representatives, I. S. Bam- 
berg, John W. Holmes, L. W. Youmans, W. A. Rountree, Rob- 
ert Aldrich, all white. 

Beaufort — Senator, Samuel Green; Representatives, Thomas Ham- 
ilton, Hastings Gantt, Joseph Robinson, George Reed, N. B. 
Myers, Thomas E. Miller, all colored. 

Charleston — Senator — W. M. Taft (white) ; Representatives, E. W. 
M. Mackey (white), J. J. Lesesne, B. F. Smalls, Robert Sim- 
mons, W. C. Glover, F. S. Edwards, Isaac Prioleau, John Van- 
derpool, William J. Brodie, J. S. Lazarus, S. C. Brown, Ben- 
jamin F. Capers, A. P. Ford, Richard Bryan, Julius C. 
Tingman, Abram Smith, W. G. Pinckney, colored. 

Chester — Representatives, John Lee, Samuel Coleman, Purvis Alex- 
ander, all colored. 

•Chesterfield — Representatives, J. C. Coit, D. T. Redfearn, all white. 

Clarendon — Representatives, S. Melton, H. Boston, all colored. 

•Colleton — Representatives, H. E. Bissell, J. M. Cummins, S. E. 
Parler, white; William Maree (colored), R. Jones (white). 

Darlington — Representatives^ R. H. Humbert, S. J. Keith, Z. Wines, 
J.- A. Smith, all colored. 

23 Reynolds, Reconstruction in South Carolina, pp. 394-396. 
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•Edgefield — Senator, M. W. Gary; Representatives, W. S. Allen, 
J. C. Sheppard, James Callison, T. B. Jennings, H. A. Shaw, 
all white. 

Fairfield — Senator, Israel Byrd, Representatives, John Gibson, 
Daniel Bird, Prince Martin, all colored. 

Georgetown — Senator, B. H. "Williams; Representatives, C. S. 
Green, P. R. Kinloch, all colored. 

•Greenville — Senator, S. S. Crittenden; Representatives, J. W. 

Gray, J. F. Donald, J. T. Austin, J. S. Westmoreland, all white. 

*Horry — Senator, William L. Buck; Representatives, L. D. Bryan, 
J. K. Cooper, all white. 

Kershaw — Representatives, R. D. Gaither, A. W. Kough, E. H. 
Dibble, all colored. 

•Laurens— Senator, R. P. Todd; Representatives, J. B. Humbert, 
J. W. Watts, W. D. Anderson, all white. 

•Lancaster — Representatives, J. B. Erwin, J. C. Blakeney, all white. 

•Lexington — Senator, H. A. Meetze; Representatives, G. Leaphart, 
G. Muller, all white. 

•Marion— Senator, R. G. Howard; Representatives, J. G. Blue, J. 
McRae, R. H. Rogers, J. P. Davis, all white. 

Newberry — Senator, H. C. Corwin (white) ; Representatives, Wil- 
liam Keitt, J. S. Bridges, "W. H. Thomas (colored). 

•Oconee — Senator, J. W. Livingston ; Representatives, B. F. Sloan, 
J. S. Verner, all white. 
The counties marked * were Democratic. 

Orangeburg — Senator, J. L. Duncan; Representatives, D. A. 
Straker, S. Morgans, W. H. Reedish, C. M. Caldwell, E. For- 
rest, all colored. 

•Pickens — Representatives, D. F. Bradley, E. S. Bates, all white. 

Richland — Representatives, A. W. Curtis, Charles Minort, R. J. 
Palmer, J. W. Lowman, James Wells, all colored. 

•Spartanburg — Senator, Gabriel Cannon; Representatives, W. P. 
Compton, J. W. "Wofford, E. S. Allen, Charles Petty, all white. 

Sumter — Representatives, J. Westberry (colored), Thomas B. John- 
ston (white), J. H. Ferriter (white), T. Andrews, colored. 

•Union — Representatives, "W. H. Wallace, G. D. Peake, William 
Jefferies, all white. 

Williamsburg — Representatives, W. Scott, J. F. Peterson, John 
Evans, all colored. 
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•York — Senator, I. D. Witherspoon ; Representatives, A. E. Hutch- 
inson, J. A. Deal, W. E. Byers, B. H. Massey, all white. 
The counties marked * were Democratic. 

State Officers in South Carolina during the Reconstruction 

Period 24 

Alonzo J. Ransier . .Lieut. Governor 1870-1872 

Richard H. Gleaves. .Lieut. Governor 1872-1876 

Francis L. Cardozo. .Secretary of State 1868-1872 

Francis L. Cardozo. .State Treasurer 1872-1876 

Henry E. Hayne . . .Secretary of State 1872-1876 

Henry W. Purvis. . .Adjutant General 1872-1876 

J. J. Wright Associate Justice Supreme Court 1870-1877 

R. C. DeLarge State Land Commissioner 1870 

R. C. DeLarge State Commissioner Sinking Fund. 

Federal Office Holders in South Carolina during Recon- 
struction Period 25 

Dr. B. A. Bosemon Postmaster — Charleston, S. C. 

Charles M. Wilder Postmaster— Columbia, S. C. 

John Lee Postmaster — Chester, S. C. 

Rev. J. E. Wilson Postmaster — Florence, S. C. 

S. J. Bampfield Postmaster — Beaufort, S. C. 

Fred. Nix, Jr Postmaster — Barnwell, S. C. 

There were many others hut I cannot recall their names. 

Names of Congressmen who represented South Carolina 
during the Reconstruction Period 26 

Joseph H. Rainey 41st, 42d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 

48th Congress. 

Robert Brown Elliott 42d Congress. 

Alonzo J. Ransier 42d Congress. 

Robert C. DeLarge 42d Congress. 

Rev. R. H. Cain 43d, 45th Congress 

Robert Smalls 44th, 45th, 48th 49th Congress. 

24 Furnished by H. A. Wallace, a former page in the South Carolina House 
of Representatives in the Reconstruction Period. 

25 Ibid. 
2« Ibid. 
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Names op Congressmen who represented South Carolina 
after the reconstruction period 

Robert Smalls Part before and part after Reconstruction. 

Thomas E. Miller 51st Congress. 

George W. Murray .... 53d Congress. 

103 West 131st Street, 

New York City, 

October, 1917. 
Mr. Monroe N. Work, 

Editor — The Negro Year Book, 
Tuskegee Institute, Ala. 
Dear Sir: 

In reply to your letter requesting my assistance in getting data 
relative to the Reconstruction Period in South Carolina, I have the 
honor to submit the following: 

It will be utterly impossible to give dates after a lapse of nearly 
fifty years, especially with reference to the terms the legislators 
served, unless I had access to the records. I was a boy when our 
family returned to South Carolina in 1870, two years after the ad- 
journment of the Constitutional Convention. At that period I was 
not especially interested in the trend of affairs. I was thinking 
more of the splendid opportunities I had left behind in Canada. 

I think it very important that all of the data possible should be 
collected pertaining to the Constitutional Convenion as I regard it 
the most important Convention ever held in which colored men par- 
ticipated. I was very fortunate in finding a copy of the Proceed- 
ings of the Convention in the Public Library in this city. I have 
given only such names as I could positively identify as colored. No 
doubt some names have been omitted but not of any who took an 
active or important part in political affairs. 

F. B. Perry, of Greenville, S. C, was appointed Provisional 
Governor of South Carolina by President Johnson in 1865. 

Pursuant to a call for a convention of the people issued by Gov- 
ernor Perry in obedience to the proclamation of President Johnson 
for the purpose of organizing a State Government, the Convention 
assembled at Columbia, S. C, September 13, 1865. 

To show the intense bitter feeling of Governor Perry the follow- 
ing is from his proclamation : 

" It is a source of congratulation to know that the colored troops, 



Documents 91 

whose atrocious conduct has disgraced the service and filled the 
public mind with the most horrible apprehensions, have been with- 
drawn from the interior of the State, and are to be placed in gar- 
risons on the coast where they can do no further mischief. In all 
of my personal interviews with the President and in all of my dis- 
patches to him I urged this course most earnestly. ' ' 

A Constitution was adopted by the Convention without being 
submitted to the people for ratification. 

The Constitution provided that only free white men were eligible 
for membership in the Senate and House of Representatives; only 
free white men were entitled to vote and that the appointment of 
members of the House of Representatives among the several elec- 
tion districts of the State should be in accordance with the number 
of white inhabitants in each. 

The Convention adjourned September 27, 1865. 

Congress decided that it was no part of the prerogative of the 
Executive to call conventions or to direct the adoption of Consti- 
tutions. 

J. L. Orr, of Anderson, S. C, was elected Provisional Governor, 
October, 1865, to succeed Governor Perry. 

Persuant to an Act of Congress of the United States entitled 
"An Act to provide for the More Efficient Government of the Rebel 
States" an election was held in South Carolina on November 19th 
and 20th, 1867, and the electors of that State voted in favor of a 
Constitutional Convention, and at the same time voted for dele- 
gates thereto. 

Brevet Major-General E. R. S. Canby, Commanding 2d Military 
District of South Carolina issued orders for the delegates to as- 
semble in convention at Charleston, S. C, January 14, 1868. 

The Convention composed of 124 delegates, a large majority 
being colored, met at Charleston, on the date named. 

T. J. Robertson, white, was elected temporary President and Dr. 
A. G. Mackey, white, was elected permanent President. 

W. J. McKinlay and H. E. Hayne were elected temporary Sec- 
retary and Assistant Secretary, respectively. 

General Carlos J. Stalbrand, white, was elected permanent Sec- 
retary. Josephus Woodruff, white, compiled the proceedings. 

John R. Pinckney and Peter Miller were elected Sergeants-at- 
Arms. 

F. L. Cardozo was Chairman of the Committee on Education. 
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S. A. Swails, Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Regu- 
lations. 

Robert C. DeLarge, Chairman of the Committee on Franchise 
and Elections. 

Colored members were on all of the Committees, in most cases 
being in the majority. 

In looking over the proceedings I find that the following named 
delegates took a very active part in all of the deliberations: 

R. B. Elliott, R. C. DeLarge, P. L. Cardozo, J. J. Wright, W. J. 
Whipper, W. J. McKinlay, S. A. Swails, A. J. Ransier, R. H. Cain, 
B. P. Randolph, and W. B. Nash. 

The Constitution provided for the election of Senators and Rep- 
resentatives on April 14, 15 and 16, 1868, to assemble at Columbia, 
May 12, 1868. 

The Convention adjourned sine die March 14, 1868. 

The Constitution adopted in 1868 stood unchanged until 1895 
when a Convention was called to meet at Columbia, on September 
10, 1895, to revise it. 

The fact that the old Constitution stood for nineteen years after 
the Democratic party came into power (1876) shows that there 
could not have been anything objectionable in it to the Democrats 
or they would have changed it immediately after regaining control. 
It speaks volumes for the wisdom and foresight of the men of the 
Reconstruction Period. 

In the Convention which met at Columbia in 1895, there were 
only five colored delegates and they were all from Beaufort County, 
a county which has very few white persons in it. The delegates 
were W. J. Whipper, Robert Smalls, Thomas E. Miller, James 
Wigg, and L. R. Reed. Of these, W. J. Whipper and Robert Smalls 
were delegates to the Constitutional Convention which met at 
Charleston in 1868. 

As General Smalls died only about two or three years ago what 
a wealth of information he could have furnished pertaining to the 
Reconstruction Period had your request been sent out before his 
death. 

Inelosure 2 contains the names of State Senators and the coun- 
ties they represented. In several cases of Senators and also of 
Members of the House of Representatives I cannot recall their 
initials. 

There were 32 senators, the majority being colored, of whom the 
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following were conspicuous for their activity on all important legis- 
lation : 

S. A. Swails, J. H. Eainey, R. H. Cain, W. H. Jones, W. B. Nash 
and H. J. Maxwell. 

Inclosure 3 contains names of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives at various times. Some served more than one term. The 
more prominent were : R. B. Elliott, S. J. Lee, Dr. B. A. Bosemon, 
J. H. Rainey, R. C. DeLarge, J. A. Bowley, W. J. Whipper, D. A. 
Straker, C. M. Wilder, Prince Rivers, F. H. Frost, T. E. Miller, and 
W. H. Thomas. 

The House of Representatives was composed of 124 members 
and colored members were always in the majority. 

Inclosure 4 — Names of State Officers. 

Inclosure 5 — Names of Federal Office holders. 

Inclosure 6 — Names of Congressmen who represented South 
Carolina. 

I shall never forget the scene in 1876 when Col. A. C. Haskell, 
Chairman of the Democratic State Committee at the head of the 
Democratic members of the legislature forced his way into the Hall 
of the Representatives then occupied by the Republican members. 
Pandemonium reigned for a time. There were two Houses, each 
having its own officers trying to transact business at the same time. 
Finally the U. S. soldiers were called upon and those Democrats 
who had no certificate of election were ejected. 

All of the Democratic members then withdrew and formed an 
organization in another hall. 

Three colored Republicans whose names I do not care to mention 
went over to the Democrats, but the latter could do nothing without 
the Senate which was admittedly Republican. 

The struggle was kept up until Mr. Hayes was inaugurated 
President, when he withdrew the TJ. S. troops, leaving the Repub- 
licans without any protection. 

Governor Chamberlain and the State Officers elected with him 
seeing that they were deserted by the National Administration with- 
drew from the contest, leaving Gen. Hampton who was the Demo- 
cratic nominee for Governor in possession. 

The Democrats then organized the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, and in joint session elected Gen. M. C. Butler, U. S. Sen- 
ator. D. T. Corbin, who received the Republican votes, contested, 
but the Senate which was Republican by a small majority seated 
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Butler. Senators Don Cameron from Pennsylvania and John J. 
Patterson from South Carolina, both Republicans, voted for Butler. 

That there was no one killed or injured while the contest was 
going on is remarkable when the great excitement during and after 
the "Red Shirt" campaign is considered. It shows what absolute 
control the gubernational candidates had over their followers. No 
doubt the Democrats, who were assured that the U. S. soldiers 
would be withdrawn, did not care to make a slip as Chamberlin was 
still governor and the troops were practically under his orders. 

Thus ended the Reconstruction Period in South Carolina. 

At every step the Republican Party in South Carolina was be- 
trayed by Republicans. 

Col. T. W. Parmele, white, Superintendent of the Penitentiary, 
appointed as a Republican by Gov. Chamberlin, recognized an order 
from Gen. Hampton for the pardon of a convict. Legal complica- 
tions ensued and the case was carried before Associate Justice "Wil- 
lard, white, of the Supreme Court, a Republican elected by the legis- 
lature, and he decided in favor of Hampton. 

Three colored members of the legislature deserted to the Demo- 
crats, which practically made the House Democratic. 

Col. Parmele and Justice Willard were Northern white men. 
This paper would not be complete without some reference to 
the prominent colored men who helped to make history during that 
eventful period. 
Robert Brown Elliott — 

Born at Boston, Mass., August 11, 1842. 

Entered High Holborn Academy, London, England, 1853. 

Entered Eton College, 1855 and graduated in 1859. Studied 

law. 
Member of the State Constitutional Convention. 
Member of the House of Representatives of South Carolina, 

1868-1870. 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
Elected to the 42nd Congress. 

Resigned his seat in Congress and was elected to the House of 

Representatives of S. C. for the second time, and was elected 

Speaker of the House. 

He came within a few votes of being elected U. S. Senator in 

1874, but the powerful influence of the Pennsylvania R. R. 
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Co., was exerted in behalf of John J. Patterson, white, the 
successful candidate. There was a colored majority in both 
branches of the legislature at the time and had the colored 
members so desired they could have elected Gen. Elliott. 

In 1876 Gen. Elliott was the nominee on the Republican ticket 
for Attorney General and was elected but was forced to 
withdraw with the rest of the ticket. 

He was Chairman of the State Republican Committee during 
the campaign of 1876. 

For scholarly attainments, legal acumen, political sagacity and 
oratorical power, Robert Brown Elliott stands out as the 
most brilliant figure of the Reconstruction Period. 

Joseph H. Rainey — 

Born at Georgetown, S. C, June 21, 1832. 

Although debarred by law from attending school he acquired 
a good education and further improved his mind by obser- 
vation and travel. 

He was a barber by trade and followed that occupation at 
Charleston, S. C, until 1862, when having been forced to 
work upon the fortifications of the Confederates he escaped 
to the West Indies, where he remained until the close of the 
war, when he returned to his native town. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

State Senator from Georgetown County. 

Elected to the 41st Congress, being the first colored man hav- 
ing that distinction, and was re-elected to the 42nd, 43rd, 
44th and 45th Congresses, five successive terms, the only 
colored man with such a record. 

He received a caucus nomination as Clerk of the House, from 
the Republican members of Congress, the only colored man 
who has ever been honored by a Republican caucus. 

The House was Democratic. 

He was a delegate to several National Republican Conven- 
tions. 

Served as Special Agent for the Treasury Department. 

Polished in his manners — a fluent and convincing speaker, he 
was prominent in the Councils of the Republican Party. 
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Gen. Robert Smalls — 

Born in South Carolina, at Beaufort, April 5, 1839. 

Although debarred by Statute from attending school, he edu- 
cated himself with such limited advantages as he could 
secure. 

Removed to Charleston, S. C, in 1851, worked as a rigger, 
leading a sea-faring life. 

Employed on the Planter, a steamer plying in Charleston 
harbor as a transport, which he took over Charleston Bar in 
May, 1862, and delivered her and his services to the U. S. 
Blockading Squadron. 

In recognition of his services was appointed Pilot in the U. S. 
Navy, and served in that capacity on the monitor "Koekuk." 

Promoted as Captain for gallant and meritorious conduct, De- 
cember 1, 1863, and placed in command of the Planter, serv- 
ing until she was put out of commission in 1866. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

State Senator from Beaufort Co. 

Elected to the 44th Congress, and re-elected to the 45th, 48th 
and 49th Congresses. 

Was a delegate to every National Republican Convention up 
to within a short time of his death. 

Collector of the Port of Beaufort, S. C. 

Died two or three years ago, the last of the "Old Guard" 
in S. C. 

Alonzo J. Ransier — 

Born at Charleston, S. C, 1834. 

Self educated. Employed as a shipping clerk in 1850 by lead- 
ing merchant, who was tried for violation of law "in having 
a colored clerk" and fined one cent with costs. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

Member of the House of Representatives of S. C. 

Elected Lieutenant Governor on ticket with Gov. R. K. Scott, 
in 1870. 

President of Southern States Convention held at Columbia, 
S. C, in 1871. 

Presidential Elector on Grant and Colfax ticket in 1868. 

Delegate to National Republican Convention in 1872. 

Elected to the 42 Congress. 

A man singularly gifted with political farsightedness. 
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Robert C. DeLarge. 

Born at Aiken, S. C, March 15, 1842. 

Farmer — Self-educated. 

Agent of the Preedmen's Bureau from May, 1867 to April, 

1868. 
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
Member of the House of Representatives, 1860-1870. 
One of the State Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 
Elected State Commissioner in 1870. 
Elected to the 42d Congress. 
Very prominent in the Party Councils. 

Rev. R. H. Cain- 
Born in Greenbrier Co., Va., April 12, 1825. 

His father moved to Ohio in 1831 and settled in Gallipolis. 

Entered the ministry at an early age and became a student at 
Wilberforce University in 1860 and remained there one year. 

Removed to Brooklyn, N. Y., at the breaking out of the war 
where he discharged ministerial duties as pastor for four 
years. 

Was sent by his church as a missionary to the Freedmen in 
South Carolina. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

State Senator from Charleston Co. 

Elected to the 43d Congress, and re-elected to the 45th Con- 
gress. 

Bishop in the African Methodist Church and a power in that 
denomination. 

William Beverly Nash — 
Born in South Carolina. 
Of limited education but endowed with wonderful common 

sense and political foresight. 
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
State Senator from Richland Co., in which Columbia is located. 
For one term (four years) was Chairman of the Powerful 

Ways and Means Committee. 
An elector on the Hayes and Wheeler ticket in 1876. 
It was reported that he was offered $100,000 to vote for Tilden 

and Hendricks. Had he accepted the offer the Democratic 
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ticket would have been elected, as the vote stood 186 for 
Hayes and 185 for Tilden. Be it said to his eternal honor 
he was beyond price. 

Stephen A. Swails — 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
Represented Williamsburg Co., in the Senate. 
Elected President pro tern of the Senate for the whole period. 
A very strong character and exerted considerable influence in 

legislation. 
Was in the 54th Massachusetts Infantry. 
Had musical talent of a high order. 

Judge Lee — 

Judge of the Municipal Court of Charleston, S. C. 
A man of ripe scholarship and of high legal attainments. 
Until President Roosevelt appointed Judge R. H. Terrell of 
Washington to a similar position, I think he was the only 
colored man who ever occupied such a position. 

Francis L. Cardozo — 

Born in South Carolina, at Charleston. 

Educated in Scotland, at Glasgow University. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

Secretary of State for four years. 

State Treasurer for two years. 

Scholarly, courtly and dignified. 

Took great interest in the education of the colored youth, and 
was popular among the boys on account of the fatherly in- 
terest he manifested in them. 

Moved to Washington, D. C, after 1876 and accepted a posi- 
tion in the office of the Auditor for the Post Office De- 
partment. 

After serving for several years in the Department he was 
elected to the Principalship of the Colored High School in 
Washington, a position he filled with honor and credit to 
the race and himself. After his death the Board of Edu- 
cation named one of the School Buildings the "Cardozo 
Building" as a tribute to his great interest in the educa- 
tional welfare of the colored race. 
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Henry E. Hayne — 

Born in South Carolina. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
State Senator from Marion Co. 
Secretary of State. 

Was very much interested in the education of the colored 
youth. 

Richard H. Gleaves — 

Served two terms as Lieutenant Governor. 

Elected with Gov. F. J. Moses in 1872 and with Gov. D. H. 

Chamberlin in 1874. 
"Was nominated a third time with Gov. Chamberlin and elected 
but forced by the Democrats to withdraw. 

Henry W. Purvis — 

Born in Philadelphia, Pa. 

Son of Hon. Robert Purvis, the great Abolitionist. Member, 
house of Representatives, 1868-1870, and then was Adjutant 
General. 

Was Adjutant General of the State most of the Reconstruc- 
tion Period. 

He was a man without fear. 

In the campaign of 1876 he went to Edgefield, the homes of 
Generals Butler and Gary, the Democratic leaders, and re- 
garded as fire eaters and spoke on the campaign issues. He 
also went to other parts of the State equally as dangerous 
and filled his engagements. 

J. J. Wright- 
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
On account of his great legal ability he was elected by the leg- 
islature as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
State. (There were two Associate Justices.) He had the 
respect of the entire Bar of the State. 
He was pre-eminently fitted for the position. 
He is the only colored man who has ever occupied such an ex- 
alted judicial position in this country. 

Thomas E. Miller- 
Born at Ferrybeeville, Beaufort Co., June 17, 1849. 
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Attended the free public school for Negro youths up to the 

breaking out of the war. 
Graduated from Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, in 1872. 
Bead law under Judge P. L. Wiggin and Chief Justice Moses 

of South Carolina and was admitted to the Supreme Court 

of S. C. in 1875. 
Elected to the House of Representatives of S. C, 1874^1876- 

1878. 
Elected Senator from Beaufort Co., 1880. 
Elected to the 51st Congress. 
Elected to the House of Representatives of S. C, in 1866, and 

while serving was instrumental in having the ' ' State College 

for Colored Youth" established at Orangeburg, S. C, and 

on that account was elected its first President. 

Dr. B. A. Bosemon — 

Born at Troy, N. Y. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. Member of 
the House of Representatives of S. C. Appointed Post- 
master at Charleston, S. C, by President Grant and served 
four years with entire satisfaction to the people of that city 
with honor and credit to himself and the race. 

Suave and polished he had a pleasing personality. 

He had quite a large and lucrative practice in his profession. 

Charles McDuffie "Wilder — 

Born in South Carolina. Delegate to the State Constitutional 
Convention. 

Member of the House of Representatives of S. C. Member of 
the City Council of Columbia, S. C. 

Postmaster at Columbia, S. C. for sixteen years. Appointed 
by President Grant two terms and one term each by Presi- 
dents Garfield and Hayes. 

There were two white applicants for the position after Presi- 
dent Garfield was inaugurated and Postmaster General 
James, who was supposed to be friendly with one of them, 
sent a Post Office Inspector to Columbia to find out the senti- 
ment of the business men. They were almost unanimously 
for Mr. "Wilder. They stated that he had served them effi- 
ciently for eight years and did not approve of a change. 
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Generals Hampton and Butler represented the State in the 
U. S. Senate at the time, Columbia being Senator Hamp- 
ton's home and had he objected Senatorial courtesy would 
have sustained him. 

It shows in what estimation Mr. Wilder was held by his home 
people. 

Mr. Wilder 's appointment of four successive terms to a first- 
class post office is a record. 

Mr. Wilder was a delegate to all of the National Republican 
Conventions up to and including that of 1888. 

Mr. Wilder was a man of good sound judgment, of great po- 
litical force and one of the few who had anything to show 
after the political upheaval of 1876. 

Samuel J. Lee — of Aiken, S. C. 
Born in South Carolina. 

Member of the House of Representatives of S. C. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives for one term. 
A lawyer of recognized ability. 
An expert in parliamentary procedure. 

A man of engaging address, of a genial disposition, a pleasing 
speaker, he was the most popular presiding officer of that 
period. 

D. Augustus Straker — 

A prominent member of the House of Representatives during 

the latter part of the Reconstruction Period. 
A man of brilliant parts and one of the leading lawyers of the 

State. 
Moved to Detroit, Mich., after the collapse in 1876, and played 

quite an active and conspicuous part in politics there. 

William J. Whipper — 

Born in South Carolina. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

Member of the House of Representatives of S. C. 

A man of splendid legal talent. 

Elected by the legislature a Circuit Court Judge but Gov. 
Chamberlain refused to commission him. (Ex. Gov. Moses, 
white, was elected a Circuit Court Judge at the same time 
and he was also refused a commission by Gov. Chamberlin.) 

Judge of Probate of Beaufort Co., for more than ten years. 
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Prince Rivers — 

Born in South Carolina. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

Member of the House of Representatives of S. C. 

Brigadier General in the South Carolina Militia. 

Called the "black Prince" and he looked it with his fine 
physique and military bearing as he rode at the head of the 
colored troops as they passed in review before the Governor 
at their annual inspection. 

John Lee — 

Born at Columbia, S. C. 

State Senator from Chester Co. 

Postmaster at Chester. 

Self educated. 

Very prominent in his county. 

W. J. McKinlay — 

Born at Charleston, S. C. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

One of the most prominent colored men in Charleston Co., and 

one of the most influential in the Party Councils. 
Member of the House of Representatives 1868 and part of 

1869. Resigned to accept position of Register of Mesne 

Conveyances, a very important office which he held for 

several years. 

W. H. Thomas- 
Born in Ohio. 
A man of brilliant intellect. 

One of the most prominent members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the close of the Reconstruction Period. 
I remember well the conspicuous part he took in the proceed- 
ings in the House of Representatives in 1876. Those were 
times that tried men's souls but Mr. Thomas held his own 
with the best men in the Democratic party. 

Samuel Lee of Sumter, S. C. — 
Born in South Carolina. 

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 
A very strong character and one of the bright young men of 
the state. 
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He was elected to Congress but the Democrats counted him 
out. 

He contested the seat and though the House was Republican 
and his case a good one, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Elections, a Republican from Indiana, who was personally 
antagonistic to him failed to report on the case and Con- 
gress adjourned without taking any action. 

Jas. A. Bowley — 

Member of the House of Representatives. 

For one term he was chairman of the Committee on Ways and 

Means. 
He wielded considerable power in legislation. 
Was considered the "Beau Brummel" of the House. 

F. H. Frost- 
Born in South Carolina. 
Member of the House of Representatives. 
Active in all legislation. 
Polished and highly cultured. 

Henry J. Maxwell — 

Born in South Carolina, at Charleston. 

Senator from Marlboro County. 

Active in all legislation. 

Considered the best dressed member in the Senate. 

Known to his associates at the "Duke of Marlboro." 

W. H. Jones- 
State Senator from Georgetown Co. 

Quite a fluent speaker and well versed on all public questions. 
On account of his bellicose nature he was given the sobriquet 
of "Red Hot Jones." 

A. C. Jones — 

Born in Washington, D. C. 

Clerk of the House of Representatives during the whole Re- 
construction Period. 
A very capable officer and very popular. 

Walter R. Jones — 

Born in South Carolina at Charleston. 
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Graduate of Oberlin College. 

Secretary of the State Financial Board, consisting of the 
Governor, Attorney General, State Treasurer and Comp- 
troller, all white at that time. 

Elected Clerk of the City Council of Columbia, S. C, by the 
unanimous vote of the members. 

Resigned that position to accept the position of Private Sec- 
retary to Governor Chamberlain. 

The best equipped and most brilliant young colored man I 
ever met. 

J. E. Green- 
Sergeant at Arms of the Senate during the whole Reconstruc- 
tion Period. 
A very efficient officer and a man of fine parts. 

John Williams — 

Sergeant at Arms of the House of Representatives during the 

whole period. 
A very capable man and popular with the members. 

There were many colored men who occupied positions of im- 
portance in the different countries — positions such as Sheriff, 
Treasurer, Auditor, Clerk of Court, Commissioner, Coroner 
and School Commissioner. 

I never heard of any of them being removed for incompetency, 
deriliction of duty or malfeasance. 

I regret very much that I cannot give you any information as 
to whether the men mentioned were free or slaves, as the 
persons from whom I could have gotten that information 
have all passed away. Had I received such inquiry eight or 
ten years ago I could have furnished it as there were several 
persons then living who, I know, were well posted on that 
subject. 

Of the names noted in this paper the following were from 
the North. 

Some of them may have been from the South originally and 
returned after the war: R. B. Elliott, D. A. Straker, Maj. 
M. R. Delaney, W. H. Jones, Dr. B. A. Bosemon, W. H. 
Thomas H. W. Purvis, R. H. Gleaves A. C. Jones, S. A. 
Swails, J. A. Bowley, J. E. Green. 
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The colored men of South Carolina played a more conspicuous 
part and held more offices of a high grade during the Re- 
construction Period than the colored men of any other State. 

South Carolina has the distinction of electing the first colored 

Congressman, (Joseph H. Rainey) and the last (George W. 

Murray.) 27 
South Carolina was represented in Congress by eight colored 

men — Rainey, Elliott, Ransier, Cain, Delarge, Smalls, Miller 

and Murray. 
Mr. Miller and Mr. Murray served after the Reconstruction 

Period and most of Gen. Smalls' service was after that 

period. 

When I compare the present political leaders in South Caro- 
lina with those of the Reconstruction Period I must confess 
that we have retrograted politically. They may be due to 
conditions. Not only in South Carolina, but where would 
you find in any State at the present time, political leaders 
who can measure up to the caliber of Elliott, Rainey, 
Straker, Cardozo, Swails, DeLarge, Bosemon, Wright, 
Ransier, Lee, McKinlay, Cain, Whipper and Wilder? 

When the Negro race can again produce political leaders of 
the type named then we may look forward with some degree 
of hope for a solution of the Negro problem. 

Your idea in collecting data relative to the Reconstruction 
Period is a laudable one, and the wonder is, and the pity of it 
is, that it had not been thought of long ere this. There are 
very few now left to tell the tale, and that in a very un- 
satisfactory way. 

Some of the data relative to the Congressmen I got from Con- 
gressional Directories. To recall all names, dates and in- 
cidents pertaining to the Reconstruction Period after a 
period of fifty years would require the prodigious memory 
of a Macauley, even had I been an active participant in 
political affairs at that time. There may be a few errors 
but they are of a minor character. I am glad that I am 

« George H. White, North Carolina, member of 55th and 56th Congresses, 
as the last Negro member. (Editor.) 
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able to be of some assistance to you in this matter, however, 
little, and I can only say in the words of Macbeth, 
"The service and the loyalty I owe, 
In doing it, pays itself." 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) II. A. Wallace. 28 
All names referred to in this paper are of colored men unless 
otherwise stated. 

Corrections op Data submitted by Mr. II. A. Wallace, op 
New York City 

103 West 131 St., 
New York, N. Y., 
February 18, 1918. 
Mr. Monroe N. Work, 

Editor — Negro Year Book, 
Tuskegee Institute, Ala. 
Dear Sir: 

In reply to your letter of the 11th inst., I beg leave to state that 
Hunter and Dickson were white. As to Brokenton I probably was 
thinking of a Brockenboro in Washington and got. the names 
mixed. 

Before leaving Washington in 1913 I let Whitfield McKinlay 
have my book, "Reconstruction in South Carolina" by John S. 
Reynolds, to read. When I received your letters asking for assist- 
ance in getting the dkta relative to reconstruction in South Caro- 
lina I wrote to Mr. McKinley for the book. I" wrote for it several 
times but not until about a month ago did he send it. I did not 
care to delay sending you the data, consequently I mailed it before 
the book came to hand. Had I received the book in time I could 
have made my paper a little more readable and avoided the errors 
referred to. 

As you have, no doubt, taken data from the book by Reynolds 
I would like to correct a few errors I found therein. 

Reconstruction Convention 

Colleton — W. M. Vinery, should be Viney 
Darlington — Richard Humbird, should be Humbert 

«« He was a page in the South Carolina House of Bepresentatives in the 
Reconstruction Period. 
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Edgefield — John Wooley, colored, should be white 
Greenville — Wilson Cook, should be Cooke 
Kershaw — John A. Chestnut, should be Chesnut 

Chapter III — Scott's First Term 
Senate — 

Chester — Lewis Wimbush, should be Lucius Wimbush 
Union — H. W. Duncan, colored, should be white 
This would make ten colored Senators 
House of Representatives — 

Abbeville — James Martin, white, should be colored 
Charleston — B. A. Bosemon, should be Dr. B. A. Bosemon, Jr. 

William R. Jervay, should be J&rvey 
Chesterfield — H. L. Shrewsberry, should be Shrewsbury 
Colleton — W. R. Hoyt is in the Senate column Wm. Driffle, 
should be Wm. A. Driffle H. James and T. Richardson, as 
members in addition to Thomas and Driffle. 
Edgefield — John Wooley, colored should be white 
Georgetown — W. H. Jones, should be W. IT. Jones Jr. 
Greenville — Wilson Cook, should be Cooke 
Kershaw — John A. Chestnut, should be Chesnut 
Williamsburg — Jeff. Pendergrass, should be Jeffery Prender- 
grass. 
Jas. Martin, Lee Nance and Wade Perrin, representatives and 
B. P. Randolph, senator, were assassinated by the Ku-Klux Klan. 
Page 111 — "Among Mr Robertson's earliest official acts was 
the recommendation of an incompetent colored man to be post- 
master at Columbia." 

If you will look at the sketch I gave of Mr Wilder, the post- 
master referred to, you will note that in 1880 when the Democrats 
had absolute control of South Carolina and Gens. Hampton and 
Butler represented the State in the U. S. Senate, Mr Wilder was 
confirmed for the fourth time, and as Columbia was the home post 
office of Senator Hampton it is not likely that he or Butler would 
have voted to confirm an imcompetent colored man when senatorial 
courtesy would have sustained them had they objected. 
Page 229 — W. R. Jervay, should be Jarvey. 
Page 233 — Relative to Henry E. Hayne going to the com- 
munion table I have to say that is all rot in so far as there were 
any objections. The communicants with the exception of Mr Bab- 
bitt and family were nearly all colored. I know that the wardens 
and vestrymen were colored. 
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Page 234 — I do not know about all of the colored men men- 
tioned as having matriculated in the School of Law, but I am 
certain that Mr Wilder did not. 

Page 236 — William R. Jervay, should be Jervey. 

Page 333 — With reference to Dr. Bosemon being under the 
influence of liquor I desire to state that he did not touch, taste nor 
handle the stuff. Dr Bosemon was a cultured gentleman, polished 
in his manners and was a surgeon in one of the colored regiments 
during the war. 

Page 366 — Instead of N. B. Myers being the elector for the 
fifth district I think it was his brother, Senator William P. Myers. 

As N. B. Myers went over to the Hampton House it is not prob- 
able that he would stultify himself by voting for Hayes and 
acknowledging Hampton as Governor. 

Page 462 — Gen. Elliott did not become a department clerk in 
Washington. He moved to New Orleans where he practised law 
several years before his death. 

All the Republican politicians who remained in South Carolina 
did not sink into actual obscurity or harmless inactivity after 1876. 

Mr. Wilder was postmaster at Columbia until June 30, 1885. 

Gen. Smalls represented the State in Congress for several terms 
after 1876, and was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in 
1895. Was also Collector of Port of Beaufort. 

Thomas E. Miller was also a delegate to the same convention and 
served a term in Congress, and was a member of the S. C. House of 
Representatives. 

W. J. Whipper was a member of the legislature. Probate judge 
of the county for ten years and a delegate to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1895. 

John Lee was postmaster at Chester for several years. 

Mr Rainey was a special agent of the Treasury Department with 
headquarters in South Carolina. 

H. L. Shrewsbury and W. F. Myers were in the Revenue Serv- 
ice and active in politics as was A. W. Curtis. 

There were others but I cannot recall their names. 

Referring to the data mailed to you I desire to make the fol- 
lowing corrections : 

Page 2 — J. H. Rainey was not a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives but Senator from Georgetown. 

Page 6 — Relative to Judge Lee I desire to state that I am in 
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error as to his case being the first where a colored man was elected 
to a municipal judgeship. Macon B. Allen was elected by the legis- 
lature as judge of the Inferior Court of Charlestown prior to Lee's 
election or appointment. Therefore Judge Allen should be given 
the honor. 

Of course J. J. Wright who was elected an associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State by the legislature was the first 
Negro in this country who ever occupied a judicial position. 

Page 7 — Henry W. Purvis was elected Adjutant General for the 
four year term 1872-1876. Member of Legislature 1868-1870. 

Page 10 — W. J. McKinlay was also a member of the House of 
Representatives for part of 1868-69 period but resigned his seat to 
accept the position of Register of Mesne Conveyanes for Charles- 
town, to which the legislature elected him. 

Page 11 — W. H. Jones, should be W. H. Jones, Jr. 

John Williams was Sergeant-at-Arms from 1870 to close of 
period. 

As there were no free public schools for colored youth in South 
Carolina it is an error to state that Thomas B. Miller was educated 
in that way. It was against the law for anyone to teach a Negro 
even to read or write. 

I am also told that I am in error as to giving him credit for the 
establishment of the "State College" at Orangeburg. I will try to 
find out something about that matter. 

Very respectfully, 

H. A. Wallace 

Some Corrections for Data Submitted by Mr. H. A. Wallace, 
op New York City 

103 West 131 St., 
New York City. 
March 11, 1918. 
Mr. Monroe N. Work, 

Editor Negro Year Book, 
Tuskegee Institute, Ala. 
Dear Sir: 

I presume you received my letter of February 18, also the one 

of January 19, relative to corrections in the data on Reconstruction. 

I herewith send you a few more before you go to press on your 

book pertaining to the part the Negro played in the political history 

of the Southern States during the Reconstruction period : 
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I am in error as to James Martin, of Abbeville, who was assassi- 
nated, as being colored. I was informed that he was colored, but in 
reading the eulogies delivered by the different members of the 
House and Senate, I find that he was not even an American. He 
was a native of Ireland. 

W. A. Bishop, who represented the Greenville district in the first 
legislature, was white, not colored. In the list of delegates to the 
Republican meeting at Charlestown, May 9, 1867, he is given as 
white in Reynolds' book. I met a friend from Greenville about ten 
days ago and in speaking to him about Bishop he said that he was 
white and that he knew of no colored Bishops in that district. 

On page 9 of my data I state that Mr. Whipper was born in 
South Carolina. I met his son, who is living here, sometime ago and 
he informed me that his father was born in Pennsylvania. 

"With reference to Judge Whipper I would add that one of the 
first acts of the first legislature was to elect a commission of three 
members to revise and consolidate the Statute laws of the State and 
that he was the first member elected. Quite a tribute to his legal 
ability. 

On page 12 add the following names as from the North. 

Rev. B. F. Randolph — Senator — Orangeburg district. 

W. J. Whipper — Member — Beaufort district. 

Judge J. J. Wright — Beaufort district — afterwards Associate 
Judge Supreme Court, and on page 8, under his name please state 
— born in Pennsylvania. 

On page 107 Reynolds' book — Abbeville Co. — W. J. Lomax, 
should be Hutson J. Lomax, this is official. On page 59 and 77 he 
has it H. J. which is correct. 

Same page — Fairfield — Henry Jacob, should be Jacobs — He 
was also a delegate to the Constitutional Convention — See page 77. 

Very Respectfully, 

(Signed) H. A. Wallace 

Copy. 

Sumner and Stevens advise with Reference to Reconstruction 
Policy in South Carolina 

The late Honorable Francis L. Cardoza at one time Secretary of 
State for South Carolina, several years before his death stated to 
the undersigned the following in substance : 



Documents 1 1 1 

That a number of colored men met and appointed a committee 
which was sent to "Washington to get the advice of Charles Sumner 
and Thaddeus Stevens concerning the formation of the political 
organization for the newly enfranchised Negro citizen shortly after 
the adoption of the 14th Amendment. 

Pains were taken to keep the plans from both the native whites 
and the so-called carpet baggers from the North. That both Mr. 
Sumner and Mr. Stevens advised the committee to tender the leader- 
ship to native whites of the former master class of conservative 
views: but this plan was frustrated because they were not able to 
secure the consent of desired representatives of the former master 
class to assume the proffered leadership. 

(Signed) Kelly Miller 
(Signed) Whitefield McKinlay 

Washington, D. C, December 14, 1917. 
Subscribed to and sworn before me, Samuel E. Lacy a Notary 
Public in and for the District of Columbia, this Fourteenth (14th) 
Day of December 1917. 

(Signed) Samuel E. Lacy, 

Notary Public, D. G. 

Some Negro Members of Reconstruction Legislatures 

Texas 

J. H. Stewart who now lives in Austin. 

Edward Patton, San Jacinto County, now living in Washington 
is in Government service. 

Nathan H. Haller, Brazoria County. House, 1892-94. Re- 
elected and counted out. Contested his seat and won. 

R. L. Smith, Colorado County, 1895-99, now living in Waco. Is 
president of the Farmers Bank and head of the Farmers Improve- 
ment Association. For sketch of, see Negro Tear Book, p. 322. For 
his work in the Legislature, see attached letter. 

Elias May, Brazos County, in the early days of Reconstruction. 

R. J. Moore, Washington County, representative. 

Gaines, senator, Lee County. 
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Copy. 

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home 

Economics 

CoiiLEGE Station, Texas. 
Waco, Texas, March 26, 1918. 

Prof. Monroe N. Work, Tuskegee Inst. Ala. 
Dear Mr. Work: 

I was elected in Nov. 1894 as representative for Colorado county 
and was re-elected in 1896. 

My majority in 1894 was 168 and in 1896 at the next election it 
was 450 as I recollect it. 

I was appointed on the committee on education and on privilege 
and election and on agriculture. 

I introduced a bill restoring colored trustees which finally 
passed. 

I fought a bill establishing separate waiting rooms for the races 
at R. R. Station and killed it for four years. 

I introduced a resolution inviting manufacturing cotton plants 
to come to Texas. I introduced a resolution granting the use of the 
Hall of the House of Representatives to the colored citizens of 
Austin to hold their memorial services for Fred Douglas. When 
one understands the race feeling in the South this was indeed a 
triumph. I introduced a bill establishing a college course as a part 
of our curriculum at Prairie View Normal which passed carrying 
with it a grant of fifty thousand acres of land. 

I worked hard to help carry a bill through making any peace 
officer automatically lose his office whenever a lynching took place 
in his county. This bill passed but was declared unconstitutional 
by the supreme court. I was appointed by the speaker as a member 
of the visiting board for Prairie View State Normal. As a member 
of the committee on privileges and Election I single handed fought 
for a colored man elected from Brazoria county, N. H. Haller by 
name who had the nerve to contest the seat of a white man to whom 
the certificate of election had been awarded. After a long and 
bitter fight in which three times I carried in and presented a minor- 
ity report we won and Haller was seated. This isn't the only case 
of its kind that I know of in this state. 

Haller of course had able legal talent to take care of his case. 

I voted for the purchase of the battle field of San Jacinto which 
is in Harris country about twenty miles below Houston. It was on 
this battlefield that Texas won her independence from Mexico in 
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1836. It is now a beautiful state park. For this action I was pub- 
licly thanked by the Daughters of the Republic. 

Respectfully 

(Signed) R. L. Smith. 

The legislatures which I served in were the 23d and 24th. 

Charles A. Culberson, now U. S. senator was governor and our 
relations were very cordial. 

In 1902 I was tendered and accepted a position in the U. S. 
Marshal's office for the Eastern Dist. of Texas by Pres. Roosevelt. 
Held same until 1909. This was the most honorable and best paid 
federal position ever held by a Negro in Texas except that held by 
Hon. N. W. Cuney who was collector of the Post of Galveston. In 
1915 I took charge of the Extension Service work for Negroes in 
Texas which I now hold. 

Some Negeo Members op the Tennessee Legislature during 
Reconstruction Period and After 29 

By Honorable J. C. Napier, of Nashville, Tenn., register of United States 

Treasury, May, 1917 

Year Name County 

1871-73 Sampson W. Keeble Davidson 

1877-79 Thos. A. Sykes? Davidson 

1879-81 S. A. McElwee ? Haywood 

1881-83 T. Frank Cassells Shelby 

J. F. Norris Shelby 

Thos. A. Sykes? Davidson 

S. A. McElwee? Haywood 

1883-85 J. W. Boyd Weakley 

S. A. McElwee Haywood 

D. F. Rivers Fayette 

1885-87 G. E. Evans Shelby 

W. A. Fields Shelby 

"W. C. Hodge Shelby 

S. A. McElwee Haywood 

D. F. Rivers 30 Fayette 

1887-89 

1889-91 Goodman Fayette 

1891-93 

1893-95 

1895-97 J. M. H. Graham Montgomery 

2» There were no colored members of the Tennessee Senate. 

so Contested, not seated. 
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Davidson county, Tennessee, sent two colored men to the Legis- 
lature. The first colored member of the Legislature was Sampson 
W. Keeble from 71-73. From 77-79 the colored member was 
Thomas A. Sykes. Both of these were representatives. Tennessee 
never had any colored senators. Sampson \V. Keeble was a native 
of Tennessee. Thomas A. Sykes was a native of North Carolina 
and had been a member of the North Carolina legislature. 31 

Captain James H. Sumner, of Davidson County, was elected a 
door-keeper of the House of Representatives for 1867-69. He was 
afterwards appointed captain of a Militia Company which rendered 
the State valuable service in putting down the Ku-Klux. Later by 
act of the Legislature a committee was authorized for Nashville 
consisting of three persons to audit claims against the State for 
destruction of property by soldiers of the Confederates and Fed- 
eral armies during the war. Governor Brownlow appointed on this 
commission James H. Sumner, a white man named Lassiter, and J. 

C. Napier. They examined claims amounting to millions of dollars, 
some of which were afterwards paid and others rejected. There 
were other colored men on such commissions in other parts of the 
state whose names I do not now recall. 

Haywood county first sent Samuel A. McElwee. He served 
from 79-83. The same county afterwards sent Rev. D. F. Rivers 
who is now pastor of the Berean Baptist Church in "Washington, 

D. C. Rev. Rivers defeated the father of a very popular white girl 
and she met him in the street and spat in his face. McElwee made 
a very active member and was highly respected by all. He was a 
graduate of Fisk University and the law department of Walden 
University. 

"Weakley County sent John "W. Boyd who served two or three 
terms in the legislature. He ran for the senate but was defeated. 

Perhaps there was one from Hamilton county or Knox county. 

Shelby county sent quite a delegation of colored men from time 
to time. Among them were T. F. Cassells and I. F. Norris, who is 
still living in North Dakota. Cassells was a lawyer, educated at 
Oberlin. 

Mr. Norris was a successful business man of Memphis, Mr. 
Keeble was a barber in Nashville. 

Mr. Sykes was Internal Revenue Collector in Nashville and 
came there with high revenue officials from North Carolina. He 
si 1868, 1870, see North Carolina list, Pasquotank County. 
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entered politics and was quite influential and finally died at Nash- 
ville. 

Keeble was of a family highly respected and of very high stand- 
ing in Nashville. The men from Memphis and Haywood counties 
were more highly educated than the others. They were free men 
of high class and up to the standard of the whites who were sent to 
the legislature in those days. 

Colored Men in Other Positions 

At one time the county government of Davidson County was 
run by three Commissioners; one of these commissioners was a col- 
ored man, named Randall Brown of limited education, but large ex- 
perience and a large amount of good common sense. He was very 
influential and highly thought of by white and colored people. 

Nashville city government during the days of reconstruction had 
among its membership, perhaps, one-third colored members. These 
men were not of the same calibre as the colored members of the 
legislature. They were picked up in the different wards by their 
friends. They were chosen for their popularity rather than for fit- 
ness for the work before them. 

Immediately following the reconstruction days, Josiah T. Settle 
was elected Assistant Attorney General for Shelby county under 
General Patterson who afterwards served as Governor of the State 
of Tennessee. Mr. Settle had previously been a member of the 
Misisssippi Legislature. 

In Knoxville men have served in the legislature of the city gov- 
ernment. 

When they changed the form of government in Nashville, there 
was a colored man a member of the Board of Aldermen. Two col- 
ored men were elected to the council. As a result, two fire com- 
panies were given to colored men. Mr. Charles Gowdey and Mr. J. 
C. Napier were the colored members of the council. The first two 
brick school houses were erected for colored children during their 
term. They were the Pearl High School and the Meigs School. At 
that time the people of Nashville, the Democrats especially, showed 
a very liberal spirit to the colored people and divided the positions 
with them. Shorty after this with a more liberal spirit, they erected 
the third brick school house in the city of Nashville, The Napier 
School. 

After things went out of the hands of the Republicans in Ten- 
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nessee, Capt. Sumner went down into Mississippi, entered politics 
and was elected Sheriff of Holmes county. He became quite 
wealthy. His family was of high standing. Owned property in 
Nashville and the descendants still own it. 

Settle and Cassells were free men. Keeble was owned by a very 
distinguished Tennessee family named Keeble. 

Schools for Free Negroes and Sjuaves 

In Tennessee before the war there were schools for Negroes. 
There were no laws against schools for free colored people until the 
agitation that brought on the war. 

At Nashville, Franklin college graduated three colored men; 
that is the school gave them graduation papers. They were pre- 
pared for the ministry in the Christian church (Disciples). These 
men were Samuel Lowery, Daniel Watkins and James T. Rapier. 
Lowery, Rapier and Watkins were all free men. Rapier served a 
term or two from Florence, Ala., in Congress during the Recon- 
struction Period. He was a man of some wealth, was very active 
and traveled a good deal. Lowery 's father was also a minister, 
before him, in the Christian Church. He had a farm as well as city 
property. Franklin College was a Campbellite Institution or what 
is now known as the Christian Church Institution. 

"When the agitation came about preceding the Civil "War they 
closed all of the colored schools. 

Mr. Napier's father and mother with some other colored people 
had a man named Rufus Conrad come down from Cincinnati, Ohio, 
to teach their children. This was in 1859. Both free and slave 
children went to this school. The school had been open two or three 
months when one day, while the class was spelling the word baker, 
an abrupt knock on the door interrupted the class and then a man 
entered without waiting to be admitted. He said to the teacher, 
"What is your name?" The teacher answered, "Rufus Conrad." 
"Where did you come from?" was the next question. The teacher 
answered, "From Cincinnati, Ohio." The man said, "I have been 
authorized by the powers that be in Nashville to send these children 
home, to close the doors of this school and give you just 24 hours to 
leave this town." This ended this school. 

There were three or four schools in Nashville, before the war. 
One was taught by Samuel Watkins. He taught school in an old 
church right over a branch. It was built up on stilts, and was a 
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place of worship built for the slaves by their owners. Another one 
was taught by a Mrs. Tate, who was of a very excellent family. Mrs. 
Sallie Player, a most delightful teacher taught another one of these 
schools. Mrs. Player was a free woman but her husband was a 
slave. He belonged to a very excellent family of white people, 
whose slaves enjoyed every privilege that free people enjoyed. They 
were protected by their owner. She was a woman of some educa- 
tion. Her husband also had some education, although a slave. 
There was another school taught by a white man and his wife whose 
name was Westbrooks. They came to Nashville from St. Louis, 
Missouri and organized a school. These two gathered considerable 
money from the free and slave people who wanted to send their 
children to school. They taught school about three weeks when 
they suddenly disappeared. 

Slaves in Business and Negroes who Owned Slaves 

Slaves had more money than is generally thought. Henry 
Harding, a slave with some education, was a thorough business 
man from beginning to end. Everything he touched turned to 
money. His home in Nashville now is as pretty a home as you want 
to see. He was allowed every liberty by his owners that a free 
person enjoyed. He was a carpenter and contractor. He did all 
the construction work on three plantations, that of General Hard- 
ing, his son's, John Harding and of David Gavock's. One of the 
Hardings was his father. He was held as a slave until Emancipa- 
tion in '63. He immediately came to Nashville and went into busi- 
ness building houses. When he died he had considerable property. 

Hardy Perry, a slave in Nashville, had a line of hacks and 
transfer teams during slavery time. He hired his own time. 
Steven Boyd and Mr. Napier kept a livery stable. 

My father's father was a pioneer iron man in middle Tennessee. 
His parents came from England and went to Dixon county and 
established what is still known as the Napier Iron Works. He was 
a man of considerable force of character and influence. He had 
four colored sons and daughters. He had these sons go to school 
along with the white children. When he died his will provided 
that they should leave Tennessee and go to a free state or to Li- 
beria. They went to Ohio and lived on Walnut Hill where they 
bought a farm. They concluded to sell the farm on Walnut Hill, 
trading it for a farm at New Richmond, Ohio. Two of the sons 
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went to Richmond with my grandmother, another went to St. Louis, 
Mo., and my father went back to Nashville. Two of the brothers 
who went to Richmond with their mother became school teachers 
in Richmond. The one who went to Nashville went into the livery 
business. 

My father's father was a physician, having graduated from the 
medical school of the University of Pennsylvania. He had great 
political influence and it was through his influence that one of the 
governors of Tennessee was elected. 

Alice Bosley, whose husband was white, and her family owned 
two large plantations south of Nashville and the other north-east 
of Nashville. They owned about twenty-five or thirty slaves. She 
was a thoroughly religious woman and every Sunday would have 
her slaves and children attend church. 

Manse Bryant was another large land owner and slave owner. 

Virginia State Library 

Richmond, Va. 

September 28, 1916. 
Mr. Monroe N. Work, Editor, 

Tuskegee, Alabama. 
My Dear Sir: — 

The Journals of the Senate and House of Delegates for the years 
in which there have been Negro members do not indicate which of 
the members were white and which negro. The almanacs, how- 
ever, do as a general thing though the almanacs are not extremely 
reliable. 1 have gotten the following information from the al- 
manacs. The first year in which negroes were allowed to hold 
office in Virginia was 1869. 

The almanac for the year 1870 (which was printed the latter 
part of 1869 and which gives, therefore, the members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly for the session of 1869-70) gives no negro members 
of the Senate of Virginia, but 18 negro members of the House. 
The total membership of the House was 137. The membership of 
the Senate was 40. For the session of 1870-71 there were, accord- 
ing to the almanac, no negro members of the Senate. For the ses- 
sion of 1870-71, I regret to say that the almanac does not differen- 
tiate between white and negro members. For the session of 
1871-72, 1 regret to say that the almanac does not give the members 
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of the House of Delegates ; nor in the list of the members of the Sen- 
ate does it differentiate between the two races. For the session of 
1872-3 the almanac does not differentiate. For the session of 
1873-4 the almanac gives 3 negro members out of 40 in the Senate, 
and 17 out of 132 members in the House. For the session of 
1874-5 there were three negro members out of 40 in the Senate, 
and there were 17 negro members in the House. In the session of 
1875-6 there were 3 negro Senators, and 13 negro members of the 
House. In the session of 1876-77 there were three negro members 
in the Senate, and 12 negro members of the House. In 1877-78 
there were 3 negro members of the Senate, and four negro mem- 
bers of the House. In 1878-9 there were three negro members of 
the Senate and four negro members of the House. For the session 
of 1879-80 the almanac gives no marks of differentiation. For the 
session of 1880-81 the almanac makes no distinction. For the 
1881-2 session the almanac has no list of the members. For the 
session of 1882-3 the almanac does not differentiate. For the ses- 
sion of 1883-4 there were 3 negro senators and 8 members of the 
House. For the session of 1884-5 there was one negro senator, and 
7 members of the House, out of a total membership of one hundred. 
In the session of 1885-6 there was only one senator out of a mem- 
bership of 39, and only one member of the House of Delegates, out 
of one hundred. In the session of 188G-7 there was one senator and 
one member of the House. In the session of 1887-8 there was one 
negro senator, and there were seven members of the House. In the 
session of 1889-9 there was one senator, and seven members of the 
House. In the session of 1889-90 there was one negro senator, and 
three members of the House. In the session of 1890-91 there was 
one negro senator, and three members of the House. In the session 
of 1891-2 there were no negroes in either the Senate or the House, 
that is, none marked. For the session of 1892-3 no negroes were 
marked. For the session of 1893-4 there seem to have been none. 
I have not looked further, but I do not believe there has been a negro 
member in either House since that time. 
Very truly yours, 

(Signed) H. R. McIlwaine 

State Librarian. 



